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TEXT
1 Peter 2:20:21, 23-34;

20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But 
if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in 
the sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 
steps.

23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

Luke 3:9
9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."

Corrie Ten Boom was a great evangelist and Christian author.  When she died she was quite 
advanced in age.  So, no one would have guessed that when she was born she was not expected to 
live long.  That was the case.  In spite of that, each year on Corrie’s birthday, her father would 
announce, “The best is yet to be.” 

Well, Corrie just got stronger and stronger.  She grew into adulthood and every year on her 
birthday her father announced again, “The best is yet to be.” 

Then came WWII.  Corrie and her Dutch family took Jews into their home and hid them from the 
Nazis.  They were successful for awhile.  But were eventually arrested:  Corrie, her father and her 
sister.  Her father died soon after.  Her sister died later in a concentration camp and Corrie found 
herself spending her 52nd birthday alone in a concentration camp cell.   There was no one there to 
announce, “The best is yet to be.” 

Then, that same day, a doctor, a fellow inmate, was allowed into her cell to give her a check-up.  
Corrie whispered to the doctor, “Today is my birthday.”  He took her hand as if to check her 
pulse, and, as he did so, he squeezed her hand, as if to say, “Best wishes.”  Corrie said she believed 
God sent that doctor to her so that even when there was no reason to believe that the best was 
yet to be she could still have hope.

Corrie Ten Boom endured suffering with hope.  That’s the very thing Peter wrote about.  “If you 
suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.” In other words, if you 
do what is right and suffer for it, but you are patient, that’s what counts with God.  All such patient 
endurance flows out of what Peter also wrote about:  “In God’s great mercy He has given us new 
birth into a living hope…” (1 Peter 1:3)  Enduring suffering with hope.  That is commendable.  That 
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is good.  That’s one of the good fruits the Lord is looking for from us when He says to us in this 
Advent season:  “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance…  Even now the axe is laid to the root of 
the trees.  Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.”  

Enduring suffering with hope sounds good, but it defies common sense.  If there is the possibility of 
change, then, yes, one could then, perhaps, hope.  If the signs had been there that Corrie’s situation 
was about to change, that she was about to be freed from the camp, then she had reason to 
believe the best was yet to be.  

But when change is not possible or does not appear it’s going to happen, then there is no reason.  
Then, hope defies common sense.  Like when unemployment drags on.  Or serious illness.  Or 
when you face violence.  Or loss.  Or terminal illness.  When change is not possible it makes far 
more sense to pull back, to withdraw, to isolate yourself, to hang your head.  But that’s not hope.  
That’s not the good fruit God is looking for.  On the other hand, trying to be Mister Nice Guy is 
not good fruit either.  Life is smashing you in the nose, but you’re going to keep smiling because 
you’re determined to be a nice person.  Some bully is smashing you in the nose, but you’re going to 
turn the other cheek because you’re a nice person.  That’s not hope.  That’s not enduring suffering 
with hope.  That’s not good fruit.

Good fruit, the good fruit of hope is on that other tree.  The tree of which Peter also wrote: “He 
Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree.”  The bright red fruits of that tree take away our sin  
and render us commendable to God, holy in His sight.  The bright red fruits of the cross of Jesus 
fulfill the good fruit requirement for us and make it possible for this word of Peter to be said to 
us:  “By His wounds you have been healed.”  

But when Jesus was being wounded, when He endured His suffering upon the tree, “He made no 
threats.”  When they hurled insults at Him, He did not retaliate.”  Was He playing the role of 
Mister Nice Guy?  We would not say Jesus pulled back or withdrew or cowered when they caused 
Him to suffer.  But when He was nailed to the tree so that it suddenly blossomed bright red fruit 
and then forgave His executioners, was He being Mister Nice Guy?

That’s not what it says here.  “When they hurled insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He 
suffered He made no threats.  Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.”  The last 
word didn’t belong to His judges and executioners.  It belongs to the Judge who always judges 
justly.  To everything that was smashing Jesus in the nose He was saying with His turning the other 
cheek; to everyone who was smashing Jesus in the nose He was saying,  “You may have the power 
today to cause suffering, but the last word belongs to God who in the future will set everything 
right. In that future, violence and suffering are obsolete.  Even now the axe is laid to the tree of 
violence, evil, and suffering!” (Thomas Long)

 Assured of that, our posture toward suffering need not be a pulling back or a playing Mister Nice 
Guy.  Assuring us that even now the axe is laid to the trees of death and injustice, the trees of 
tears and hurt and loss, the tree of Christ gives us a posture of defiant hope.  Defiant hope. 

In her book, Intensive Care, Mary Lou Wiseman writes that just before her fifteen-year-old son died 
of muscular dystrophy, he asked his father to arrange him in his hospitable bed in an ‘impudent 
position.’” (Thomas Long) 

I asked Linda, my wife, what she thought that meant.  She said it meant that the young man was not 
going to take death lying down. 
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That’s defiant hope.

And you know what? Jesus didn’t take death lying down either.  He was not a victim.  He could 
forgive, because He knew evil would not get the final word.  He would.  And He will again.  

Assured of that, assured that through the tree with the bright red fruit that even now the axe is 
laid to the tree of suffering and death, assured that our Resurrected Savior, our Final Judge, our 
Advent King is on His way, we don’t take death or suffering lying down.  Christ’s tree gives us a 
posture of impudent, defiant hope, daring to forgive those who cause us suffering, daring to 
alleviate the suffering of others, enduring suffering with hope.  Because Christ will set all things 
right. 

The best is yet to be.
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